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SUMMARY Theory parts I & II 

 overview of routine applications and ongoing research 

 feasibility of routine linear profiling in the Warmblood horse 
 independent of age 
 (different approaches for foals, mares, stallions, young horses) 

 conformation and performance phenotypes including behavior 
 (according to assessment conditions and intentions of linear profiling) 

 parallel move towards linear profiling in several studbooks implying 
 mutual benefits from synergistic actions 

 motivation for exchange of information and experiences 

 required transparency with regard to linear schemes and trait definitions 
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SUMMARY Theory parts I & II (cont.) 

 challenges of and solutions for implementation 

 recording: 

linear scheme, recording system, assessors 

 analysis of linear data: 

 data screening, interpretation of distributions, selection of traits for 
genetic analyses 

 delivery of output: 

 individual linear profiles, progeny statistics, 
 genetic profiles / breeding values for linear traits 

 breeding use of linear data: 

 support of breeders and studbooks, improvement of breeding programs 
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Points of discussion 

 use of different linear schemes  
 Do we need more harmonization (e.g. standard set of traits) to get comparable data? 

 Do we achieve enough transparency and standardization of linear profiling by 
publishing internationally used linear traits and trait definitions (online accessible 
linear traits inventory)? How to keep it update? 

 What are possible options to improve knowledge transfer, transparency, and 
standardization of linear profiling? 

 How to ensure efficient development to the benefit of all? 

 training of linear profiling 
 How to improve the 'quality offense' of phenotyping (data quality issues)? 

 How to optimize support of the shift to linear profiling in the studbooks? 

 Do workshops following science-to-practice approach help (scientists and 
studbooks/judges)? 

 What about across-country/studbook exchange of certified judges (possible future 
WBFSH initiative)? 
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Many Thanks to 
the members of the linear profiling working group, 
all helpers, speakers and studbooks contributing, 
all participants and the hosts of this event, 
the North Rhine Westfalia State Stud Warendorf and its team! 


